Call for Entries 
The BENELUX Steel Bridge Contest is jointly organized by Infosteel and Bouwen met Staal every two years to encourage the creative and outstanding use of steel in construction of bridges. 
The objective is to attract the interest of clients, architects and engineers in using more steel within the bridge construction sector, and to give recognition to steel and composite bridges emphasizing the various advantages of steel in construction, production, economy, sustainability and architecture, to thereby making the steel industry more competitive. 
The main focus is on steel- and composite- (steel-concrete) bridges erected in Belgium, the Netherlands and Luxemburg. 
Although to showcase the outstanding BeNeLux-knowhow on design and fabrication of steel-bridges, projects located outside BeNeLux but designed and/or fabricated in Belgium, Netherlands and Luxemburg are eligible for the International category.
A BeNeLux Jury will select the nominees and winners.  The jury is composed by Infosteel and Bouwen met Staal, with the aim to cover all required expertise for designing bridges. 
Infosteel and Bouwen met Staal invite primarily their members to submit projects.  Although the contest is open for all interested parties. 
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Regulations of the Contest
1. Eligible projects 
The Contest is open to steel and composite bridges that were erected, designed or fabricated in Belgium, Netherlands and Luxemburg.  Steel bridges are defined as bridges where at least the main load-bearing structure is in steel (or composite steel-concrete).
Steel bridge projects located outside the BeNeLux are eligible, and will compete for the Award for International project, as far as they are designed and/or fabricated in Belgium, Netherlands and/or Luxemburg.
The construction must be in use and have been completed between 01.01.2020 and 30.06.2023.  Entries that were introduced in the 2020-edition contests (or before) organized by Bouwen met Staal and/or Infosteel are not eligible. 
2. Submission of Entries 
Entries can be submitted to the organizing partners (Infosteel / Bouwen met Staal) by either architects, engineering offices, fabricators and clients.  The entries will be approved by that organizing partner in order to comply with this Regulations of the Contest. 
There is no limit on the maximum number of entries.
The submission file will consist of:
1.	The pre-defined Entry Form, 
· containing key information, description and technical data; 
· the category in which the project should be evaluated
· a list with the involved parties
2.	High-resolution photographs and design drawings; 
· Drawings have to be provided in pdf-format only, where special care has to be taken to show only construction-relevant information (hiding layers with electricity, …) to ease the understanding for the jury-members
· Photographs should by preference have a resolution of at least 2000 pixels at the shortest border
The registrant has to ensure all the relevant involved parties are informed about the participation to the contest, and where required a formal permission has to be asked and obtained by the registrant.
The Entry Form can be introduced in English, French or Dutch.  The organization keeps the right -for easier discussions in the jury, and for later dissemination - to translate into (one of) the other languages.
The submitted material can be used by the organizing partners in press releases, publications and websites, to promote the use of steel in steel bridges and constructions, and must therefore be of best quality and free of copyright charges.
The submission file must be communicated to the under point 7 mentioned contacts by the 26.11.2023 only via email ; photographs and drawings have to be sent through www.wetransfer.com. 
3. Jury and Evaluation 
The Jury consists of 5 to 8 members, chosen by the organizing partners, with a balanced representation (geographical and expertise) in mind  : 
· Architect(s) and/or Engineer(s) and/or Project owner(s) from Belgium (3)
· Architect(s) and/or Engineer(s) and/or Project owner(s) from Netherlands (3)
· Architect(s) and/or Engineer(s) and/or Project owner(s) from Luxemburg (1)
The chair of the jury is chosen by the organizing partners. 
The Jury selects award-winners after assessing all entrants against the following criteria: 
· The concept : design principles, construction concept, creativity, innovation, sustainability, life cycle analysis and flexibility

· The context: the environmental and architectural integration into the surroundings, the interplay with other materials

· The application of steel : choice and use of materials, optimisation, detailing and execution quality

· Performance: stability, safety, maintenance and cost price
If a jury member is involved in a submitted project, that jury member will not take part in the evaluation of the category concerned, unless all other jury members unanimously agree to it.
4. Responsibilities of Infosteel and Bouwen met Staal 
· Call for entries to their members and the broader civil engineering community in their country(ies) 
· Evaluate the eligibility of the entries (according to the regulations of the Contest) and evaluate the indicated category.  Re-categorize as necessary and inform the registrant accordingly.
· Communicate the submitted entries to the jury-members. 
· Invite all the involved parties of the participating projects (and eventually the broader civil engineering community) to the Awards-event. 
· Disseminate on the introduced projects (social media, websites, magazines, …) :  each of the organizing partners will independently set out a communication plan, it will include for both at least all the nominated and winner-projects. Although further the content of the communications will be determined by each of the organizing partners individually, depending on their internal rules for communication.
5. Categories and Awards 
Three main categories of bridges will be awarded: 
1. Road / Railway bridges 
2. Cycle / Pedestrian bridges 
3. International project
For each of these categories, the jury will choose three to five nominees.  For categories 1 and 2, at least one nominee per country (Belgium, Netherlands, Luxembourg) will be chosen each time.  However, for a country where no more than 3 projects were submitted in a given category, the jury is not obliged to choose a nominee from that country for that category.
However, if there are fewer than 5 entries for a category, the jury may also decide 
· not to nominate any nominee/laureate, or
· to appoint only a laureate
The jury might also decide to give a special award for bridges with a specific functionality, that does not fit fully in the arbitrary distinction between category 1 and 2.  Entries, which have received a category award, can by consequence not be selected to receive such a special award. Examples of specific functionality could be (but the decision is up to the jury on if and which) 
· Short Span bridge (≤ 30 meters)
· Movable bridge
· …
The nominated and winning projects will be announced during an event organized by Infosteel and Bouwen met Staal.  In case the organization(s) offer physical awards, they are foreseen for the project owner and the (main) designer.  Additional physical awards can be offered by Bouwen met Staal for projects located in the Netherlands and by Infosteel for projects located in Belgium or Luxemburg, eventually depending on their internal rules for communication and promotion.
6. Time-table 
· Dissemination of the Call for Entries : Octobre & November ‘23. 
· Communication of the entry forms, high- resolution pictures and drawings, and copyright transfer agreement (only via email / www.wetransfer.com) by the 26th of November ‘23 
· Evaluation of entries by the BENELUX Jury by the end of ‘23). 
· BENELUX Steel Bridges Contest Event in February 2024 (tbc).
7. Contact 
For questions related to these regulations please contact:
· Bouwen met Staal -  Marco Pauw – marco@bouwenmetstaal.nl
· Infosteel – Jo Vandenborre – jo.vandenborre@infosteel.be
A Dutch and French translation of this document and the Entry Form is available upon request.
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